viii                             PREFACE

I pondered over this expression of regret by
an eminent Colombian. At that very time I was
consulting the most important of the New Granada
chronicles, by Fray Pedro Simon, for another
purpose.1 I was then led to read < Piedrahita/ a
later chronicle, and to translate * Cieza de Leon9;
and I received encouragement to write on the
subject from Sir Woodbine Parish.

But I waited for some more competent person
with greater local knowledge to undertake the task
of presenting to English readers the story of
Chibcha civilisation and of the conquest of New
Granada. I have waited for fifty years.

My personal knowledge of Colombia is confined
to Santa Martha, Cartagena, and the Isthmus.
But I have had occasions for studying the geo-
graphy of that interesting country for official
purposes. It became an object, in connection
with chinchona cultivation in British India, to
obtain and publish the valuable drawings of plants
of the chinchona genus growing in Colombia,
by Mutis, which I found in the tool-house of the
Botanical Gardens at Madrid. I then obtained
sanction for their publication under the editorship

1 I was writing the Introduction to a volume of the Hakluyt
Society entitled The Search for El Dorado.